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Happy Valentines 

Day 

Special points of 

interest: 

 

 

-Family of the month:  is 
the Perkins family. Robert 
and his daughter Kim  called 
and volunteered their time 
by working a Rough Riders 
hockey game.  Thank you 
for your time, we appreciate 
your efforts! 

 
  
-Knight of the month: is 
Larry Heese for his help 
with the Council free throw 
contest.  Thank you for 
stepping up and helping out. 
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Brother Knights, 

I sit here pondering how to write this month’s GK Report. So I will start off by saying Thank You 
to all those Knights and their families who continue to make an effort to help out with all the events 
that our Council does. With that said, I would  like to invite more Knights and their families to get 
involved with helping out at our Council events. We do several events to promote our faith com-
munity and raise funds for charity, be it Discovery Living, JDRF, Scouts, Schools, Vocations etc. 
We have several of the same Knights that seem to be volunteering time and time again. Although I 
love to see their smiling faces and appreciate their help immensely, I would really like to see more 
of you getting involved. Please look inside yourself and try to find some time once in a while to 
come and help out. If we spread the load amongst more people it really isn’t hard or too time con-
suming for any one individual. We understand that everyone has other responsibilities such as jobs 
and family. However, we are only asking you to spare an hour or two every now and then and will 
be more than happy to work around your schedules by splitting shifts if necessary. Families are 
welcome to help out at Pancake Breakfasts, Fish Fries, Tootsie Roll Drives, etc. My children have 
been helping with different events since they were 3 years old. They love to do it and they know it 
is for a good cause.  If you see an event that you would like to help at, please don’t wait to be 
called, contact the chairperson and sign-up.  

I have built a website for our council http://www.kofc5544.org. On this website is an activities 
page that has our calendar of events for 3 months at a time. I am also planning on putting a page on 
our site that has the list of captains for the different events. This information can also be found in 
the front of the 2008-2009 Council directories. Please look at the list of events. If you have any 
questions please feel free to contact myself or the event captain. 
We have a lot of events coming up in February that we could really use help with:  Spelling Bee, 
District Free Throw Contest and Fish Fry’s. Our Fish Fry’s are a very big fundraiser for our Coun-
cil. We need help on Friday mornings to setup and prepare the fish. There are usually shifts 
throughout the day that we need help. If you’re a 2nd or 3rd shift person, morning or afternoon shifts 
may work better for your schedule. We usually serve between 300-500 meals at each Fish Fry. 
With the floods having affected St. Patrick’s and St. Wenceslaus’ Parish Fish Fry’s, we expect to 
see a much larger turnout. I have spoken with the Fish Fry Captain and he has decided to use some 
of the funds raised at the Fish Fry to go towards helping St. Patrick’s Parish. 

Our Council has voted to donate $1,500.00 / per year for the next 3 years to support the Discovery 
Living Capital Campaign for their new building and expanding their services. This money is in 
addition to the funds we raise annually during our Tootsie Roll Drive. 

May God continue to Bless You and Your Families each and every day! 

Vivat Jesus!!! 

Sincerely, 

Jay Fields~Grand Knight 

P.S.   By the time you get this newsletter, January will be coming to a close. I would like to ask a 
big favor. That is to add one more New Years Resolution:  To PLEASE plan on attending our 
Monthly Council meetings.  We really value everyone’s input and love to see your smiling faces. 
These meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month in the Parish Center. 

Grand Knight Report 



Thanks to our retired Knights, Spouses and 3 non-knights,  
We were able to hold the tournament on Jan. 21st after 2 
snow delays.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are the council winners: 
  Boys                             Girls 
Age     10    Josh White                  Madison Kadlec 
             11    Joshua Hoffman         Taylor  Skala 
             12    Jace Volz                    Courtney Colton 

             13    Nick Whitson             Carrie Darden 

             14    Cameron Upton          Shawntel Young 

  

Note all these winners  made 10 to 14 baskets in 15 shots.  
This shows the quality of basket ball players we have in the 
La Salle Middle School. 
  

They have been invited to attend the District Contest to be 
held on Feb. 15th.  This contest will consist of students 
from Middle Schools of Regis, College Community, 
and La Salle and the Mechanicsville Council area and will 
represent about 900 athlete’s efforts.  Come join us to 
watch and to help. 
  

We will hold it in the La Salle GYM  1-3 PM.   Doors open 
at 12:30. Call Jim Nieman (396-5892) for more informa-
tion.   
 The winners of this event will advance to the Regional 
Contest on March 8th in the La Salle Gym.  The Re-
gional Contest will have athletes from all over South East 
Iowa.  

Free Throw Contest Results 
 

 

 

Some changes have been made for the following 

members. Please make sure to update your copy of 

the directory to remain current. Thanks. 

 

Kent Kinion, 910 Palisades Rd SW, Mount Vernon, IA 
52314-9557 
 

Edwin McPhail, 4223 Topaz Ave NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 
52405-5403 
 

Donna McGurk, 3579 Stoney Point Rd SW, Cedar Rap-
ids, IA 52404-4730 
 

Matt & Betsy Pithan, 6703 Blue Stone Ct NW, Cedar 
Rapids, IA 52405-4768 
 

Rick & Wendy Swan, 16281 Green Rd. Olin, IA 52320-
4701 

Directory Updates 

Lent is fast approaching! Our Fish Fries will kick-
off on Friday, February 27, 2009 and run each 
Friday night through April 3, serving from 5:00-
7:30 pm each night. 
 

Enjoy either baked or fried 
fish, baked potato or fries, 
cole slaw, veggies, apple-
sauce, roll and drink among 
friends. Adults are $7.00, 
children (5-12) and Seniors 

(65+) are $6.00, children under 5 are Free.  
 
Please plan on attending and helping during our 
biggest fund raiser of the year. A portion of the 
dinner sales will be donated to St. Patrick’s flood 
relief.  

Fish Fries 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEB SITE! 

www.kofc5544.org  
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It is time for the Spelling Bees 
 
Local Council Spelling Bee February 8, 2009 at 1:00 
pm LaSalle Middle School. 
 

Regional Spelling Bee, February 22, 2009 at 1:00 pm 
LaSalle Middle School 
 

State Spelling Bee, March 22, 2009 at 1:00 pm Ames, 
IA 

 

Entry forms and lists available at 
www.iowakofc.org/youth.shtml 
 

Open to ALL 4th-8th grade students. 
 

Contact Mary, or Glen, Purdy 396-2604 (home) 721-
8487 (Cell) with any questions or to volunteer to help 
that afternoon. Thanks. 

Spelling Bee 

 
 
 
The State Convention Ladies Planning Committee is requesting that Council 5544 donate 20 dozen cookies, 
bars, breads or treats to be used in the Women’s Hospitality room.  We are also requesting each council do-
nate two Angel figurine/statues to be used for centerpieces at the Saturday Luncheon, then distributed as 
door prizes.  Finally, anyone interested in donating any raffle items please contact Donna Fields at 319-369-
0855 or jd92797@imonmail.com.  Your assistance is gratefully appreciated 
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State Convention needs your help 

 

 

 

We are now in between the Seasons of Christmas and 
Lent, the Liturgical Season known as Ordinary Time. We 
normally associate “ordinary” with routine or even with 
boring. Our faith, however, should never be routine and 
certainly is never boring! Rather, our faith is a dynamic 
relationship with the Living God! What should be 
“ordinary” for us is a daily encounter with God, whereby 
we meet love, joy, and grace in our lives. What should be 
“ordinary” for us is to conform ourselves to the image of 
Christ by the practice of virtue and penance and prayer. 
What should be “ordinary” for us as Knights is to daily 
strive in service for the glory of God and the good of our 
fellow man. Let us work to make the lived practice of our 
faith an “ordinary” event for ourselves and our families. 
May God bless you and keep you. 
 
Your Chaplain, 
Fr. Michael Podhajsky 
 

Chaplin’s Report 

 

 

 Tune up the instruments and plan on joining us for a Jam Session on 

Saturday, February 21, 2009 in the St. Jude Parish Center.  Music from 6:30 

pm-12:00 am.  

The Knights will have food available for purchase from 6:30-10:30 pm. Come 

and enjoy your dinner with the music! Bring your own beverages-soda avail-

able for purchase.  

Bring your instruments and join in at anytime. Come to sing a few songs with 

friends or just to enjoy the music. Either way you’ll have fun! 

If you have any questions, please call: 
Walt Beary @ 319-396-2266 or 

    Email wdaddybear@mchsi.com 

Join us for our next Jam Session! 
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February 2009 

Feb. 1 Pancake Breakfast   6:30 AM-2:00 PM  P. Center/Scouts 

Feb. 7 Council Spelling Bee  3:00 PM-4:30 PM  LaSalle 

Feb. 11 Council Meeting   7:00 PM-8:30 PM  Parish Center 

Feb. 15 District Free Throw Contest   12:00 –3:00 PM   LaSalle Gym 

Feb 27 Fish Fry    5:00 PM-8:00 PM  Parish Center 

 

March 2009 

Mar. 1 Pancake Breakfast   6:30 AM-2:00 PM  Parish Center 

Mar. 1* KC Regional Spelling Bee  1:00 PM-3:30 PM  LaSalle     

Mar. 6 Fish Fry    5:00 PM-9:00 PM  Parish Center 

Mar. 8 Regional Free Throw  12:00 PM-4:00 PM  LaSalle Gym 

Mar. 11 Council Meeting   7:00 PM-8:30 PM  Parish Center 

Mar. 13 Fish Fry    5:00 PM-9:00 PM  Parish Center     

Mar. 22* State Free Throw   12:00 –3:00 PM   LaSalle Gym 

Mar. 20 Fish Fry    5:00 PM-9:00 PM  Parish Center 

March 25 National Day of the Unborn Child  TBD    TBD 

Mar 25 Blood Drive   2:30 PM-8:00 PM  Parish Center 

Mar 27 Fish Fry    5:00 PM-9:00 PM  Parish Center 
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